


The garage became a symbol of efficien-
cy and modernism:

No longer a dark workshop, but large,
well-lit rooms and long corridors with
shelves loaded with spare parts for all
the models, arranged in perfect order.

The business of the Ambrosoli brothers
flourished thanks to the ingenuity of Pie-
rino Ambrosoli, who relied on his good
business sense. In the same year, the two
brothers became Switzerland’s exclu-
sive distributor for the Jeep. This vehicle
turned out to be their real stroke of luck.
This marked the start of a large busi-
ness with 30 sales outlets throughout
Switzerland. The brothers sold a good
20,000 Jeeps over 30 years of exclusive
distributorship. The powerful vehicles,
which could master virtually any terrain,
arrived by ship from overseas and were
barged up the Rhine to Basel. The crates
filled with separate parts were opened
in a workshop where the vehicles were
assembled. The brand-new jeeps were
then sent to the Ambrosoli brothers’

sales outlets in Ziirich, Lausanne, Basel,
Geneva, and, of course, Locarno.

The St. Peterstrasse garage employed up
to 200 people. Many of them remained
in the service of the Ambrosoli brothers
for many years. This was no coincidence.
Many still remember Pierino Ambro-
soli’s bond with his employees.

Despite his serious, almost stern ap-
pearance, he won them over with the
attention he paid to their needs and by
the generosity with which he rewarded
the hardworking and helped the needy.

Not very talkative and rather reserved,
he embodied less the image of a modern
manager than that of the master from a
bygone era. The employees addressed
him as “Signor Pierino” and looked up
to him with respect and a certain rev-
erence. He insisted on punctuality and
never missed the opportunity to set a
good example. As a rule, he arrived at
work at 8 o’clock in the morning. He



took friends from Ticino with him on his
weekly visit to Zurich. Pierino Ambro-
soli’s attachment to Ticino, especially to
Locarno, was almost proverbial. Every-
one who was close to him knew how re-
luctant he was to travel. The exceptions
were the holidays he allowed himself at
the Lido of Venice or in Monte Carlo.
Everyone knew how much he loved to
spend time in Ascona and Locarno in the
company of his friends in a restaurant
or a so-called grotto. Two of his outings
with friends had adventurous endings,
to say the least. Those who experienced
them still remember them well. Fedele
Cavalli, a long-time employee, still tells
of that winter evening in 1941 when they
were riding in a Willys that, as required,
had its headlights blackened out. The
car ran off the low-shouldered road and
came to rest upside down in the Saleg-
gi mire. All four passengers were stuck
in it, soaked through and through with
petrol. Another time, on the way back
from the Monti, the car ran off the road
and ended up impaled on the stakes of a
vineyard. Miraculously, no one was in-
jured.

Pierino Ambrosoli was not a great
sportsman. He loved to hunt on the
Saleggi grounds, which were teem-
ing with small game at the time. These
were also convivial occasions, and the
evenings ended in merriment with a
shared dinner among friends. He also

showed his devotion to his homeland
by supporting projects of public inter-
est, including a donation to the hospital
“La Carita” and a scholarship in support
ofthe youth of Ticino. Many still remem-
ber the zeal with which he sponsored the
Locarno football club and supported the
construction of the grandstand at the
Lido stadium.

In 1948, he briefly sat on the Ascona mu-
nicipal council as a member of the Free
Democratic Party. His support for the
Unione Sportiva Ascona was also nota-
ble.

Pierino Ambrosoli never seriously
considered leaving Locarno.

His attempt to move to Ziirich imme-
diately after the war was short-lived,
although his wife loved the atmosphere
of the city on the Limmat, which was
pulsating with life at the time. Pierino
Ambrosoli felt homesick and decided to
return to Ticino after a short time.

Sales of cars and Jeeps flourished.

Pierino Ambrosoli, however, was not the
type to rest on his laurels. In the 1950s
he decided to invest the company’s prof-
its in real estate. With his flair, he had
already previously capitalised on indi-
vidual opportunities. Pierino Ambrosoli
had bought the Tonascia estate — today
Terreni alla Maggia — a farming busi-
ness in distress, and sold it to Giuseppe



Rampazzi within 24 hours. As a precau-
tionary measure, he had founded a small
agricultural cooperative in the difficult
war years to offset the shortage of grain
and other foods. One of the lightning
deals his former employees still remem-
ber today was the purchase of Hotel
Metropole in Locarno. The hotel, recalls
his right-hand man Renato Perucchi,
boasted a wonderful water-powered
lift. This former gem of Locarno’s hotel
industry was located where the Jelmo-
li department store now stands. It was
Pierino Ambrosoli’s second real estate
purchase in the city; he had previous-
ly acquired the San Galli garage on Via
Luini, now Moto Maggetti. He kept the
hotel for about two years and then sold
it. He regretted this sale almost immedi-
ately and tried in vain to regain posses-
sion of the hotel. His focused entry into
the real estate business took place in the
1950s, when the Ambrosoli brothers
expanded their activities from Locarno
to Zurich. They built commercial and
residential buildings and bought land in
the city on the Limmat. Their real estate
business also flourished in Locarno and
Ascona with the construction of numer-
ous residential buildings. In 1968, the
real estate and automotive businesses
were split.

The Ambrosoli brothers did not miss the
opportunity to venture into tourism, to
which Locarno seems predestined.

Perhaps out of resentment of the sale of
Hotel Metropol, but certainly also be-
cause his business sense pointed him in
this direction, Pierino Ambrosoli began
building hotels.

First came the Hotel Delta on the right
bank of the Maggia, then Hotel Eden Roc
on the lake promenade in Ascona.

A tireless person who constantly had
new ideas, Pierino Ambrosoli accepted
the challenge of the new. He loved to be
active in various fields. After buying a
large piece of land on the left side of the
mouth of the Maggia River, he started
quarrying gravel. Later he devoted him-
self to the hotel business and gave up
the quarry. He intensively looked after
his own Delta campsite, which had been
founded by Renato Perucchi in 1957 and
has been run by Alberto Battiston since
1981. These two people, whose lives are
closely linked to the Ambrosoli fami-
ly, each worked for the Ambrosolis for
nearly fifty years.

The owner of the campsite today is Pie-
rino Ambrosoli’s daughter, Daniela,
who, together with her husband Franz
Marcacci, has given the business a deci-
sive new impetus. The environmentally
friendly renovation of the site, the con-
struction of recreational space and cul-
tural facilities such as the amphitheatre
on thelake, and the careful management
of the business have made Camping Del-
ta one of the best-known campsites in
Europe. Since 1999, Camping Delta has




been run by Daniela Ambrosoli’s son,
Mila Merker, the third generation.

Let’s return to the seventies.

For Pierino Ambrosoli, who until then
had enjoyed the best of health, a relent-
less physical decay begins. The disease
takes root in his organism. Pierino Am-
brosoli resists it with his characteristic
strong will, but those close to him have
to watch as his once seemingly indel-
ible energy slowly begins to wane. The
conscious and clear way in which he ap-
proaches the therapy earns him respect
and admiration even in this situation.
In the course of the illness, his dignity
grows with the will to face reality, no

matter how bitter it may be. Pierino
Ambrosoli dies of a tumour on 17 March
1975 at the age of 70. He is survived by
his brother Giannetto, his faithful busi-
ness partner, his second wife Thildy and
their daughter Barbara, their first-born
daughter Daniela and her mother Sonja,
and sister Enrica with nephews Brunel-
la, Giampiero, and Enrico.

With the “Pierino Ambrosoli Founda-
tion”, Daniela Ambrosoli intends to
commemorate the person of her father,
thanks to whose work she can fulfil a
deep longing. At the same time, she
wants to continue the generosity that
characterised Pierino Ambrosoli’s en-
tire life.
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ambrosoli@ambrosoli.org

% PIERINO AMBROSOLI
Foundation



